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The Ark’S ImpaCt July 1, 2024 —June 30, 2025

IMPACT THE COMMUNITY THE GROWING
HIGHLIGHTS WE SERVE NEED
in nancial assistance distributed

15% 16%
4 284 1, 200 223 570 of clients unable to consistently increase in new households
) children received 2 save $20 per month receiving services from The Ark
volunteer experiences meals provided over the prior year

Chanukah Gift Wishes

of clients unable to

free prescriptions provided to clients, valued at $243,351 afford an unexpected
$400 expense

individuals received
kosher food, a 28% increase
over the prior year

7 out of 10

food pantry recipients rely on SNAP,
a signi cant portion of household

people served income now at risk

provided for housing support ] e
with dignity




MISSION Dear Friends, The Ark’s Priorities

Over this past year and today, many in our community for the Future:
continue to face instability and hardship, from global The Four Pillars
events to personal challenges at home. With government

safety-net programs increasingly uncertain, the need has

risen sharply, bringing a 20% increase in new clients this

year. In this moment, at a time of heightened vulnerability,

The Ark continues to serve as a lifeline of support and

compassionate care. Your generosity allows us to meet Self-Reliance
our community’s growing needs and make a measurable Impact

dlﬁerence In people’s IlveS. Partner with clients to take
steps forward on their own path

The Ark embodies kol Yisrael arevim zeh bazeh, the toward self-reliance.
understanding that we are all responsible for one another.

Clients who arrive feeling isolated quickly experience the

dignity, belonging, and care at the heart of our mission.

Our dedicated staff and volunteers are inspired by this work,

and The Ark remains a place that brings the community

together while offering clients the peace of mind that comes Engagement

from knowing there is a path forward. Your commitment . Corgm“rrt‘ity S;?kei‘o'ders .
. . . . xpand partnerships to suppo
is the driving force behind the impact we have on thousands client journeys and engage
of lives each year. more volunteers with ful lling
) ) ] ) experiences.
VISION Looking ahead, our strategic plan guides us with a focus on
meeting basic needs and building a sustainable future where
no need goes unanswered. This report re ects the remarkable
efforts of our team and the generosity that sustains it.
Thank you for helping us build and uphold an Ark that S
i Sustainability
continues to be a shelter through every storm.
Financial and Leadership
Ensure leadership
and nancial stability for
continued meaningful impact
in our community.
e
INSIDE =

Marna Goldwin Len Rubin

Infrastructure
Chief Executive Of cer Board Chair

People and Capabilities /
Systems and Processes
Leverage people, technology,
and ef cient processes
to elevate organizational
excellence.




Helping People Navigate
Toward a Brighter Future

At The Ark, housing support is about creating

stability, rebuilding con dence, and helping people

take control of their futures. Two key programs, the
Shallow Subsidy Program and New Beginnings , are
making a real difference for individuals and families

in transition. Susan and Michael are two clients

who demonstrate how these programs help people
regain control and move forward with purpose.

SUSAN'’S STORY:
FINDING CONTROL IN
UNCERTAIN TIMES

Susan, a single mother, was
everything she could
ag. child

mounting pressurc<e

She turned to The Ark’s ShalloW
ich offers temporary nancial assistanCe
enses such as rent, groceries, and utilIlie
is designed for individuals who are
ed but still struggling to meet

Through the
subsidy based on her
support for her child. Central has been
nancial counseling. The Ark’s profes
worked with Susan to examine her spendin
identify realistic changes to reduce unnecessary
She quickly began applying their suggestions and saw
immediate, sustainable results.

Today, Susan is more con dent, more in control,
and making steady nancial improvements that
support both herself and her child.
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MICHAEL'S STORY:
A NEW START AFTER CRISIS

Michael, in his 50s, came

to The Ark after his life was
suddenly disrupted. He was
working at a university when
he became the target of an
antisemitic incident. His of ce was vandalized, and he
no longer felt safe. With inadequate support from the
administration, he left and moved in with a relative.

It was a short-term solution, but over time, it became
clear that Michael needed his own space.

Michael entered the New Beginnings Program
which provided him with secure housing in an
apartment managed by The Ark, made possible
through a generous donation from the building’s
pwner. He paid “rent” into a trust account that served
gg when he moved into independent
eived nancial counseling and
gaent from The Ark.

ment in

him dur
he improved bo
contributing more than retfé

¥g, steadily building up his saviig

Practical Help,
The Ark’s housing s
with regular check-ins a
clients stay on track. Clients
gain relief, develop new skills, and
futures. Their success shows how the r
support can lead to lasting change.

THE COMFORT OF COMMUNITY

For much of her life, Ellen carried
the quiet burden of feeling unseen
and unsupported. During her
hardest times, she often felt that
no one was there for her.

That changed when Ellen turned to
The Ark, where she found not only
practical help through pantry service

but also compassion and the con
to rebuild her life. The Ark ga;
breathe and regain her s

Ellen recalls one
The Ark

ed for Chanukah.
€ manager asked what | wanted for

myself. At rst, | said | didn’t need anything, but | na
admitted | could really use a down comfoue
cold Chicago winter.

“My case manager asked me
ghat | wanted for myself.

aidn't need When | cames

yself
like the entire
grding me with care. It has
roughout my life. To this day,
et Is still on my bed.”

colC o
That night, when | got into
bed and covered myself

with it, | felt like the entire

Today, Ellen is thriving as a licensed Realt
community volunteer. She continue
for inclusivity and mental h
strength from he

in our community
h dignity and care, The
ity and warmth once again.
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How Federal Bene t Cuts Are
Impacting The Ark’s Clients

Over the past year, government bene ts have

grown increasingly unreliable, leaving families
unsure what support they can count on. New federal
cuts now deepen that uncertainty, threatening a
vital lifeline for thousands of Chicagoland Jewish
households already struggling to stay a oat.

$300 billion

in SNAP bene ts reduced by 2035

Public bene ts remain the most signi cant factor
helping individuals emerge from economic
vulnerability. Government assistance becoming less
reliable forces nonpro t organizations like The Ark to
meet growing need, yet philanthropy alone cannot
match the scale or consistency of federal support.

We are already seeing a 20 percent increase in
demand for pantry services, along with rising requests
for help with rent, utilities, and mental health care.

The federal budget bill, signed into law in July, One client shared:

introduces cuts and tougher requirements to the
oplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP),
ance by nearly $300 billion over the
fiect 1.9 million lllinoisans
70% of

“l am doing everything | can.

| work full time and budget
carefully, but it is still not
enough. SNAP and The Ark are
approxit a2t keep me going. Without

in over 2026, wi rea”y dO nOt

thousands of families acro
Qo Xt

0 people

rk's food pantries annually

d’'s Jewish community,
Jewish families in the

e ends meet, and
e Ark’s food Our case managers Wo

nawgate unprecedented circu
familiSgypnd stability, strengthen nancial TO€
and plan Tagithe future.

to self-reffa

each year, 3,200 pe
pantries for kosher food an
As grocery costs rise, these cuts wi
on vulnerable households, with seniors, im
individuals with disabilities, and working families
facing the greatest strain.

2 In 3 clients at The Ark

report not being able to cover a $400
emergency expense

Together, our cO
so that every perso
nutritious food, safe hous

can provide vital support
ardship can access
gapassionate care.

N

One community, one people.

A 2024 study by Tulane University and Rosov Consulting
found, in comparison, 1 in 3 Jewish households in

the U.S. live without meaningful savings, leaving them
vulnerable to minor nancial disruptions.
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IN WITH THE NEW

IDP Gets a New Name: Gesher

Our Intensive Day Program has always focused on
helping participants build skills and relationships
that support their paths to self-reliance. Over time,
the program became known not for what the letters
IDP stood for, but for the community it created.

As it continued to grow, it became clear it needed
a name that re ected its future.

This year, we were proud to introduce Gesher,
which means bridge in Hebrew. Gesher re ects how
participants are supported as they build con dence,
stability, and meaningful connections. Through
professional case management, therapeutic group
programming, the performing arts, discussions on
current events, and spiritual enrichment rooted in
Jewish life, Gesher brings people together in a warm
environment.

Gesher is more than a new name. It re ects who we
are and how we walk alongside our community as
they grow and move forward.

7 Welcome to Rabbi Hauptman
In 2025, The Ark welcomed Rabbi

!W‘ 4 Shaya Hauptman as The Ark’s new

B Director of Spiritual Enrichment.

\ N mare than 20 years of

A

Torah study, and pastoral sSupport Tor clients ano
staff. His compassionate presence continues to have
a meaningful impact, creating a welcoming space
where individuals feel seen, supported, and more
deeply connected to their spiritual identity. He is also

's degree in Clinical Counseling

Staff Pro le:
D, LCSVW,

Mann Evans’ connection
he Ark spans generations.
er great-grandmother was
ong our organization’s
arly clients, and Jenny gave
k by organizing food

es and volunteering at The
antry for her bat mitzvah
connection has come full
eadership role as The Ark’s

ey has been rooted in
yachelor’s in social work
2008 and her master’s

ago in 2011, she spent

a decade in Peoria
working in substance use
part of a clear and treatment and community
SUs]elely IERSIE YR EIE S mental health.

understands their Jenny felt a strong pull

goals and gives back to direct service and
them direction to the Jewish community
and con dence as that shaped her identity.
they work toward a L& clTEVEREEEY

better future.” important to me to serve
the Jewish community,”
she says. “This role felt
of my background in
nection to The Ark.”

“Our clients are

Jenny Mann Evans

’s client-facing services
e. The Ark has long
support across social
ment, healthcare, and
nagers serve as a central
less experience for

an and Jenny’s leadership,
easurable milestones to
lan and building stronger
ity organizations that
nancial support. Spiritual
urturing emotional and
de physical needs.

says. “We want every
Ark to feel supported and
dignity and self-reliance.”
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The Institute of Soil & Soul

Ark Client
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in Long Grove, lllinois,
and a model of innovation
in community farming and
food justice.

For the past two growing
seasons, Soil & Soul has
partnered with The Ark to
provide our clients with a
wide variety of beautiful,
organic fruits and vegetables
through our food pantries.
Altogether, they have
donated more than 20,000
pounds of farm-fresh
produce to The Ark, from
heirloom tomatoes and

crisp cucumbers to zucchinis
and Swiss chard.

The partnership between
The Ark and Soil & Soul is
transforming what a food
pantry experience can be.
Together, we advance our
mission to offer clients the
dignity of choice. At Ark
pantries in Chicago and
Northbrook, clients have
access to an ever-changing
mix of seasonal, sustainably
grown fruits and vegetables
cultivated speci cally for
The Ark’'s community.

Gabriel Gould
(center), affectionately
known as Farmer
Gabe, founder of

Soil & Soul, and his
colleagues Sam (left)
and Jacob (right),

visit The Ark.

The produce itself is just one
part of the story. Founded
by Gabriel Gould, Soil &
Soul uses regenerative
agricultural practices
inspired by ancient Jewish
law and traditions that avoid
harmful chemicals and
restore the land instead of
depleting it. Gould views soil
as a living system, and its
growing techniques re ect
that philosophy.

This approach aligns with
The Ark’s commitment to
nourishing the whole person.
The care and attention Soll
& Soul gives to the land
mirrors the care provided
for our clients. The result is
food that tastes better, lasts
longer, and carries a story
of intention, healing, and
community connection.

All of this is possible
thanks to our community’s
investment in the Building
Our Future Campaign ,
which funded the renovation
and expansion of our

home in West Rogers Park.
The Market, which opened in
March 2024, has upgraded
walk-in refrigeration and
ample space to showcase
the fresh produce provided
by Soil & Soul.
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The Ark Fiscal Year 2025

Revenues* July 1, 2024 — June 30, 2025 Expenses July 1, 2024 — June 30, 2025
Individual Gifts Foundation/ Management and Occupancy Case Management
$3,561,329 Corporate Grants Administration $365,659 and Social Services

$5,090,056 $1,217,146 $1,991,254

@

Food Security
$1,756,789

Housing
$1,111,228

JUF Allocation
$537,500

Health Clinics Child and Family
and Pharmacy Wellness

1.257,968
JUF Grants and $ $735,757

Donor-Directed Spiritual Gesher Day
Endowments Enrichment Program
$447,798 $358,975 $543,572
Government Grants Employment Suburban Of ce
$43,800 Services $462,623
$169,681

Volunteers and
Community Outreach
$529,913

Fundraising
and Marketing
$1,384,195

*In addition to operating revenues detailed above,
the remaining FY25 operating expenses were funded
through portfolio returns on investments and a
budgeted draw from The Ark’s long-term reserve fund.
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The Ark Leadership
Thank you to the members of The Ark’s Board of Directors and
Board of Trustees, for their leadership, guidance, and support.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHAIR We express our gratitude

OFFICERS

Steven Handmaker
Immediate Past Chair

Len Rubin
Chair

Joshua Lipman
Treasurer

Karyn Silverstein
Secretary

Mariya Dayan
Vice Chair

Jeffrey Piell
Vice Chair

Dr. Daniel Katz
Vice Chair

BOARD MEMBERS

Sharen Berman
Steven Blonder
Rabbi Reuven Brand
Stan Diskin
Amy Feldman
Wendy Fox

Ari Goldsmith
Larry Goldstein
Lev Katz

Edy Kupietzky
Missy Malmed
Alan Polansky
Gila Robinson
Alan Sear

April Victor

Ken Weissman
Judy Zagorin

Allan Malmed

TRUSTEES

Nathan Bloch

Francine and Dr. Anthony Brown
Glenn Gar nkel

Debra Hartman

Jill Hirsh

Dina Isaacs

Benjamin and Michelle Klein
Ronald Lavin

Laurie and Lew Leibowitz
Will Lennon

Peter Levy

Andrew Lucas

Laurie and Todd Lustbader
Michael Philipp

Linda Price

Rickey Rothner

Skip Schrayer

Michael Shechtman

Kim Shwachman

Debbi Spungen

Todd and Raphaela Stern
David Strulowitz

Scott Taxman

Michael H. Zaransky

to Dr. Irving Birnbaum,
who completed his term

of service on The Ark’s
Board of Directors in 2025.
We are truly grateful for his
many years of dedicated
leadership and guidance.

We also share our sincere
appreciation to Glenn

Gar nkel, Dina Isaacs,
Andrew Lucas, and Will
Lennon, who completed
their terms of the Board
of Directors in 2025 and
have joined The Ark's
Board of Trustees.
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